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Muscatine City Council Meeting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, September! 9"'.

Join us at City Hall to support saving the Steps

At one time there were four concrete stairways from the bottom of the bluflf to the top. These public
rights of way provided safe pedestrian corridors from the South End to the top of the blufi'. Now
only two are left. Both are unique gems which add to the historic appeal of our town. One is the
Cherry Street Steps from West Second Street up to the foot of Cherry Street. They are still being
used and are in good repair. Another is the Cemetery Steps from Hershey Avenue up to the
Greenwood Cemetery. Until just a few years ago the Cemetery Steps were also in good condition
and were well-used, especially by young people, walking to and from school and school activities.
The Cemetery Steps were also an important pedestrian route from the West Hill Area to and from
the Riverfront, South End businesses, and Kent Stein Park. They were the only safe pedestrian
walkwa}^ west of the Main Street-8^^ Street hill. Unfortunately maintenance of the Cemetery Steps
was neglected, the steps fell into disrepair and were closed by the city. At that time only minor
repairs were needed. Due to continued neglect the damage has become more serious, but most of
the stairway is still in sound condition. It appears that someone recently removed about a dozen
steps at the top, so that the stairway is not as easily accessed as it once was. There are a couple of
places lower down which need work, and the handrails need to be replaced. With some repairs and
a little continued maintenance the Cemetery Steps could easily last another centuiy^


















































































